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leave of the university, in 1632, he had perhaps not
developed this diustinct antipathy to the establishment.
For in a letter, preserved in Trinity College, and written
in the winter of 1631-32, he does not put forward any
conscientious objections to the clerical profession, but
only apologises to the friend to whom the letter is
addressed, for delay in making choice of some profession,
The delay itself sprung from an unconscious distaste. In
a mind of the consistent texture of Milton's, motives are
secretly influential before they emerge in consciousness.
We shall not be wrong in asserting that when he left
Cambridge in 1632, it was already impossible, in the
nature of things, that he should have taken orders in the
Church of England, or a fellowship of which orders were
a condition,used a fellowsMp at King's. One consideratiou
